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  This dissertation examines the practice of “ good death,” which is reflected in the process of 
legalizing end-of-life care, and clarifies the relationship between the concept of “good death” and the 
law and ethics related to end-of-life care in modern Taiwanese society. In Taiwan, the concept of 
“good death,” which was originally a cultural notion, has been used to refer to the importance of dying 
at home and has been regarded as the foundation of the Taiwanese view towards life and death. 
However, as the availability of medical care began to increase and medical intervention in death 
became more common, the medicalization of the concept of “good death” began to appear, and this 
transformation can be observed in the discussion of the legalization of end-of-life care in Taiwan. Such 
transformation from a cultural concept to a medicalized one should not be simply understood as a 
simple unilinear change but needs further exploration. This dissertation aims to identify the 
relationship between the culture and medical care concerning the concept of “good death,” in order to 
examine the law and ethics related to end-of-life care in Taiwan. Literature research is the primary 
research method.  
  This dissertation consists of five chapters. Chapter 1 outlines the view of life and death in Taiwanese 
society and the culture concept of “good death.” Chapter 2 studies the relationship between the practice 
of “good death” and the development of end-of-life care by discussing the conduct of “filial piety,” and 
how it has changed since the implementation of National Health Insurance in Taiwan. Chapter 3 
discusses the custom of “terminal discharge” in hospitals. Chapter 4 studies the debates between 
“euthanasia” and “natural death” as both have been regarded as a type of “good death.” Chapter 5 
studies the content of “Hospice and Palliative Care Act” in Taiwan and its amendments.  
  This dissertation demonstrates the transformation of “good death” in the process of legalizing 
end-of-life care, and clarifies the process of construction of end-of-life care in Taiwanese style by 
presenting the harmony between culture and medical care concerning “good death” in Taiwan. 
